
The district’s liaison for foster children and 
youth has the following duties related to foster 
children and youth:

To help identify which students receive the 
rights and protections of state law.

To help ensure the proper educational 
placement, enrollment in and check out from 
school.

To help ensure students receive a full and equal 
opportunity to be successful in school.

To assist students, when transferring from 
one school to another or from one district to 
another, in receiving proper transfer of credits, 
records and grades, checking that records 
refl ect full or partial credit for courses taken.

To consult with and advise the student and 
person holding educational rights when a 
change from the student’s school of origin 
may be appropriate.

To contact the school last attended by the 
student to obtain all academic and other 
records, ensuring all records are provided 
within two days when receiving a request from 
the new school.
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Foster children and youth are 
removed from their home for their 
own protection, because the child has 
been abandoned, abused, or neglected 
or because the child has violated the 
law.  Placement may include a licensed 
children institution or foster family 
home.  

Placement changes and frequent 
transitions make it diffi cult for foster 
children to receive the same rigorous 
curriculum, services, and opportunities 
offered to other children in public 
school. 

California law provides specifi c rights 
to foster children and youth. 

The right to continue to attend the 
“school of origin” for the remainder 
of the school year following change 
in the foster family home or licensed 
children institution placement.  
“School of origin” is defi ned as:  (a) 
the school in which the student was 
enrolled when permanently housed; 
(b)  the school in which the student 
was last enrolled; or (c) if “a” and 
“b” are different, the school attended 
within the preceding 15 months.

The right to transfer to a school 
other than the school of origin if the 
district liaison, parent/guardian, or 
other person holding educational 
rights determine the best interest of 
the youth would be served by this 
transfer.

The right to receive a detailed written 
explanation before considering 
whether to waive the right to stay 
enrolled in the school of origin.

The right to be enrolled immediately 
if transferred from the school of 
origin even if the specialized clothing 
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or records normally required for 
enrollment are not available.

The right to have all student records 
transferred to the new school within 
two business days.

The right to have all educational 
decisions made in the foster youth’s 
best interest.

The right to participate fully in all 
special programs and school activities 
for which the student is eligible.

The right to not have his/her grades 
lowered if the student was absent from 
school due to court-ordered activities 
or decisions involving the student’s 
placement.

The right to remain in the school of 
origin until any dispute over school 
placement is resolved
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